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Press Statement by the Alliance of Civil Society Organizations of Tigray (ACSOT)

on the Ongoing Political Crisis in Tigray

I'he board of the Alliance of Civil Society Organizations of Tigray (ACSOT), a consortium of 124
Civil Society Organizations along with its secretariat, convened an urgent c nsultative meeting on

January 25, 2025, to deliberate on the deepening political crists in Tigray in general and the press
statement 1ssued by some “Senzor eadership of the Tigray Army” on Januaty 22: 2025 1n p;lrricu]:lr. It’s to
be recalled that, on January 20, 2025, ACSOT along with members of the Civic-Business Coalition
held a ptess briefing in which we propose d solutions for the peaceful settlement of the political
divisions in Tigray and, also demanded for the establishment of an Inclusive Interim Council as part
of the remedies to address the prevailing p Jitical crisis. We also called for convening an urgent public
convention that would bring all relevant stakeholders to deliberate on the ongoing crises and set
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O the Crises.

C()mprchcmi\'c and sustainable solutions t

Amidst these, a press conference was held by some “Sentor Leadersbip of the Tigray Army” on January
22. 2025, which has grave impact to our efforts of fostering a peaceful and inclusive resolution to the
crisis, This statement not only intensified the political tensions but also has the ability of endangering
the possibility of achieving a balanced and equitable solution that serves the interests of all political

actors and the wider publl('.

nt largely reflects alignment of the commanders with a

We are particularl}' concerned that the stateme
particular faction of the Tigray People's Liberation Front (IPLF) which has the potential of

exacerbating the existing political division and beyond.
following points and corrcsponding calls:

In light of these developments, ACSOT issues the

1. To the leadership of the Tigray Security Forces

ay (ACSOT) firmly believes that the primary

The Alliance of Civil Society Organizations of Tigt
f law, and protect

mandate of the Tigray Peace and Security Forces is to uphold peace, ensure the rule o
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y ces largely is biased i
t (TPLF). By issuing this statement, the Seniot Leadershlﬁ of ﬂw [ i

ele orces have entangled itself in the internal power struggle within the TPLF ins
fosteting peace and stability in line to our previous calls and initiatives. |

We believe that this action contradicts the fundamental mission of the Peace and Security Forces -
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undermines their impartiality, and it may jeopardize the smooth implementation of the Pretotia

CoHA. Also, the issuance of a statement favoring one faction over another not only deepens the

ongoing political crisis but also endangers the unity of the people of Tigray and the fragile political

landscape of the region.

The position taken by some senior members of the Tigray Peace and Security Forces Leadetship
regarding the restructuring of the Interim Administration of Tigray may also undermine political
pluralism, and, also the implementation of the Pretoria CoHA which is the narrow cord between
Tigray Regional State and the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. Moreovet, it fails to consider

the geopolitical realities of the Horn of Africa, Ethiopia, and Tigtay. Thus,

1.1.We call upon the Security commanders that issued the statement to reconsider their decision

and uphold their independence and impartiality.

1.2. We also call them to refrain from any actions that could compromise the region's stability,

abstain from imposing administrative measures against other dissenting fellow commanders

during internal discussions, and respect the fundamental rights of freedom of speech and

freedom of movement for all Tigray people as long as these do not endanger peace and order.

2. To the TPLF Factions

cacy efforts for peaceful settlement of the

ACSOT and other civic actors, have exerted immense advo
factions of the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) and

ongoing power struggle within the
ft toward political dialogue by avoiding “a winner-takes-
blicly called for convening a public conference to explore.

the senior leaders of the secuity force

all approach”. When we wete

encouraged a shi

t to lose hopes from the factions, we pu

e resolutions and their implementation. Unfortunately,
division and ensuing political crisis in -

en a position that may escalate the political

e instability of the region. Against the backdrop of these, we utge both fas

Security Forces for their respective political ends at the expense ‘
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: We call upon the youth population of Tigray to remain vigilant and reject any attempt to drag Tigray

and its people into another round of conflict. We urge the youth to fulfill their historical responsibility
by actively shaping the future of Tigray, rejecting the divisive narratives and political manipulations
spread by political leaders and Say NO to another round of cyclic conflict-inducing trends and instead

we call on the Tigray youth to invest in unity, and Tigray’s peace and stability.

5. To Women and People with Disability (PWDs) in Tigray
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The war on Tigray resulted in grave human rights violations, including gendet-based violence and
beyond. Tigray women and PWDs have suffered immense atrocities, and despite their enduring pain.
Once again, further conflict and instability in Tigray would place women and PWDs at heightened
tisk of violence and misery. We thus call these groups to raise their voices for peace and reject any
unwarranted trend that would brew violence. With this, we would also like to call on for safeguarding

of the rights of the Tigray Muslim students in Axum within the framework of law.

6. For all CSOs, Political Parties, Business and Religious Otganizations

We call for all organized institutions and informal peace movements of civic space actors (Civil Society
Organizations, Political Parties, Academia and Religions Organizations) to pursue institution building
approaches, upholding rule of law, enhance inclusivity in a way that could arrest the ongoing crisis of

the Tigray region and ensure sustainable peace.

To do so and in line to our previous demands along with the Civic-Business Community coalition
members, we call on these stakeholders to emphasize on pursuing for the establishment of all-inclusive

Interim Council with a mandate of full-fledged interim legislative power, overseeing the interim

administration and overseeing the implementation of the Pretoria Agreement.

R R,




action and the engagement of all Tigryans both within the ragion st I g A1
t thnt the advisory council being established has its own significance in Tigray’s
lmdsmpe but we believe that this is not enough.

Thus, we call on the Tigray Interim Regio
Administration to invest in the establishment of all-inclusive Intetim Council with full-

fledged regional
council power during the interim period.

8. To the Federal Government of Ethiopia

ACSOT recognizes the achievements gained so far as a result of the partial implementation of the

Pretoria CoHA but we believe that implementation of the Pretoria CoHA remains far from

comprehensive and effective. One of the daunting challenges for the effective implementation of the

Pretoria CoHA is the presence of foreign and non-ENDF forces with in Tigray which is the mandate

of the Federal Government. However, the federal government lacks good faith in terms of expediting

the withdrawal of these forces as a result of which secured, organized and dignified return of Tigrian
refugees and internally displaced people (IDPs) to many parts of Tigray in general and Western and
Eastern Tigray in particular has not yet been realized. In addition, we are particularly concerned with
the apparent contribution of the federal government in increasing political division in Tigray which

could destabilize not only Tigray but Ethiopia and beyond. Against the backdrop of these, we call on

the Federal government for effective and good faith implementation of the Pretoria CoHA in general

and expediting the withdrawal of foreign and non-ENDF forces from Tigrian territories, secured,
organized and dignified return of Tigrayn refugees and IDP to their places of otigin, implementation
of comprehensive recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction programs in patticular. We also call on
call the federal government to play positive role in peaceful settlement of the political differences in

Tigray and particular avoid all actions that would brew another conflict in Tigray.

9. To Stakeholders of the Pretoria CoHA

ACSOT recognizes and appreciates the efforts made by the the African Union (AU), the
Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD)US government, the European Union (EU),
the United Kingdom (UK), and the international community at large to end the world’s deadliest war

~ and consolidate the peace process. Despite the concerning level of its implementation, we have been

ebrating the limited dividends of the implementation of the Pretoria CoHA. The fact that huge

n crisis is persisting in Tigra; that dlsplaced persons and refugees remain in dire condlﬁon
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tarian, hu ecutity crises are prevailing in Tigray primarily be ‘

g ;;Q 1éras constitutionally recognized tertitories remain illegally occupied by fordgn" :
00n-ENDF (Amhara) forces remain in Tigray in conttavention of the clear stipulations ofthe

CoHA (Articles 2 (b), 4, and 5.3)

and the Nairobi Declaration (Article 2.1(d). Yet, cheﬂshmg

achievements gained so far, we call on the panel of mediators, observers and other key stakeholders

10, among other things, double theit efforts and investments including budget increment for the full

and effective implementation and monitoring of the Pretoria CoHA. We also demand for theit

contribution in addressing the ongoing political instability in Tigray as it undermines the effective
implementation of the CoHA.

10. To the International Community

We acknowledge and appreciate the critical role played by the international community in, among

other things, supporting the signing of the Pretoria CoHA. However, Tigray continues to face

enormous challenges, including the internal political instability that could escalate into a national and

regional security crisis in the absence of comprehensive and effective implementation of the Pretoria

CoHA. Taking these into account, we call upon the international community to take decisive action

in safeguarding the Pretoria CoHA, return of IDPs and refugees, supporting Tigray’s profound

humanitarian, recovery, reconstruction and development needs.

Particularly, given the recent decision of the Trump administration to temporarily suspend USAID

assistance to Tigray, we all on the international community to explore alternative and/or
complementary humanitarian, peacebuilding and development actions not only to prevent further

suffering of the displaced population but more generally to rebuild Tigray.
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